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June 18, 2019 

Sheriff Gregory Tony 
Broward Sheriff's Office 
2601 West Broward Boulevard 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312 

Re: Frequency of Jail Deaths and 
Delivery of Medical Care 

Dear Sheriff Tony: 

I am very concerned about the quality of medical care provided in the Broward County Jail 
after two inmates died in your custody in the span of one week, and my office was confronted 
by a third client who was experiencing significant difficulty accessing medical care for his 
critical health issues. 

On June 1, 2019,  (CIS 571900729) died at the age of 41. Other inmates have 
reported that Mr.  cries for help and medical assistance were ignored. My office was 
also advised that Mr. r had not consumed food or water for some period and on a prior 
occasion was transported to the hospital. 

Just seven days later on June 7, 2019,  (CIS 131900607) died while in your care. 
Mr.  died while awaiting community placement for mental health treatment. He had 
been adjudged incompetent to proceed due to his mental illness. He was just shy of his 48th 
birthday. Yet he died in jail. lt is highly suspect that two middle-aged men died unexpectedly 
in such a short period. 

Their deaths come after a mentally ill man mutilated himself by cutting off his own penis while 
locked in isolation and a pregnant woman was ignored and forced to give birth alone in her 
cell without any medical attention. As the person ultimately responsible for medical and 
mental health care of the inmates in your custody, these incidents should sound an alarm. 

On June 13, 2019, attorneys from my office observed that our client,  
(CIS 371800072), throat was swollen and abnormally enlarged. His stomach was also red and 
swollen with obvious signs of infection. Despite requests from both Mr.  and our 
office, as of the writing of this letter the jail had not transported Mr.  to his follow-up 
appointments at the hospital or had him treated by an otolaryngology or oncology specialist 
to address his serious medical condition. The indifference displayed toward Mr.  given 
his need for medical attention is offensive and must not be allowed to continue. 

The U.S. District Court has maintained supervision of the jails since 1995. The jail's federal 
court oversight stemmed from the poor conditions of confinement within the jail facilities and 
the indifference shown to those suffering with mental illness. lt is troubling that shortly after 



the oversight ended in 2017, we are seeing a rise in the frequency of inmate deaths. The 
number of inmate deaths within the Broward county jails is alarming. Last year ten inmates 
died in the jails. Having two middle-aged inmates die in a week suggests that the problems 
that necessitated the court monitoring have resurfaced. 

As a result, I hereby demand that you immediately investigate the high number and frequency 
of deaths within the jails. lt is important that you also implement policies and procedures to 
ensure that adequate medical care is timely delivered within your jail facilities. ln doing so, 
you need to oversee contracted providers are appropriately delivering health and mental 
health care to sick and vulnerable inmates. Lastly, you must determine whether the failure to 
provide adequate health care services and mental health treatment contributed to any death 
within the jail. 




