
OPA-L( :WA POLICE DEPA-TMENT 
IN 'RNAL AFFAIRS COMPLAINT 

(Confidential) 

I.A. CASE # 

17-0001 

Copies of all reports and other documentation that are related to this 

complaint must be attached. 

OLPD CASE # 

17-0227-022 

COMPLAINANT: RACE: SEX: DOB: Criminal Past: 
INCIDENT: 

DATE: 2/27/17 

TIME: 2347 

GRID: 

ZONE: 1 

SHIFT: alpha 

LAST NAME: Dobson FIRST: James 

ADDRESS: 2495 Ali Baba Ave am  Opa-locka zip:  33054 

RES. PHONE: ( ) - WORK PHONE: ( ) - 

WITNESS: RACE: B SEX: M DOB: 01/18/1988 Criminal Past: 
x  

LAST NAME: GILBERT FIRST: LANARD 

ADDRESS: 17110 NW 29 PL CITY:  MIAMI GARDENS zip:  33056 
REPORTED: 

DATE: 2/28/17 

TIME: 10:00 AM 
 

HOW REPORTED: 

Chief of Police 

RES. PHONE: ( ) - WORK PHONE: ( ) - 

SUBJECT PERSONNEL DFC, CO L C..62.00 k_e- j9..ti pc,,s1-  

RANK: CPI LAST NAME: FRANCOIS FIRST: WUIHUDSON 

SUPERVISOR: 

RANK: LT LAST NAME:HERNANDEZ FIRST: A DIVISION:Patrol 

NATURE OF INJURY (If Applicable:) 

0 none 

PERSON/UNIT NOTIFIED: 

REMARKS/FORMAL STATEMENT: 
While on duty on the above listed date and times, Cpl Wuihudson Francois come upon a silver Acura 
southbound NW 22 Ave and NW 135 street. Cpl Francois requested a tag check via Miami Lakes dispatch. 
The vehicle came back as stolen, and fled from the officer after he activated his emergency equipment to 
conduct a traffic stop. The fleeing vehicle was subsequently involved in a crash at NW 22 Ave and NW 103 
street (Miami Dade jurisdiction) which resulted in a fatality. An investigation is being conducted to determine 
whether any policies were violated by Cpl Francois. 
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MEMORANDUM 
CRY OF OPA-LOCKA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

TO: Assistant Chief S. Galimore via the Chain DATE: February 28,2017 

FROM: Wuihudson Francois 

SUBJECT: Olpd Case # 17-0227-022 

On Monday, February 28,2017 at approximately 2350 hours, I saw a vehicle traveling at a high rate of 
speed south bound on NW 22nd Avenue. I got behind the vehicle and conducted a records check. The 
vehicle came back stolen. I activated my emergency equipment and attempted to stop the vehicle at 

the 13000 block of NW 22nd Ave, the vehicle refused to sl_qp. At NW 119th Street I turned off my 
eirreirgency equipment and issued a BOLO over the—radio. I canvassed the area of NW 103rd Street and 
NW 22nd Avenue and did not locate the vehicle. I was traveling North bound on NW 22nd Avenue when 
I was flagged down and told there was a crash at the intersection NW 103rd Street and NW 22nd 

Avenue. I responded and saw a vehicle on fire and another vehicle with someone trapped in the vehicle, 
which was the stolen vehicle. I removed the driver from the vehicle and detained him. While conducting 

a safety search of the driver I found a black semi automatic Glock pistol, in his front right pocket. I 

secured the weapon. The detainee was placed into Miami Dade Police Department Marked Vehicle 

28500. 

The detainee and weapon were turned over to Miami Dade Police Officer Gay (Unit#N1105 ID#7293). 

Rev062015 



The City of Opa-locka 
Police Department 

2495 Ali-Baba Avenue Opa-locka, Florida 33054 

Professional Compliance Bureau 

Case Number: IA17-001 

Complainant: Chief James Dobson 

Subject Personnel: Corporal Wuihudson Francois ID#0052 
Officer Bryant Colebrooke ID#0062 

Type of Complaint: Cpl. Francois: Violating Chase Policy 
Conduct Unbecoming 

Ofc Colebrooke: Making a False Statement in a Report 

Date of Complaint: 2/27/2017 

Complaint 

On February 27, 2017, at approximately 23:43 hours, Corporal Wuihudson Francois (Cpl. 
Francois) observed a 4 door Silver Acura speeding southbound in the area of NW 22 
Avenue and Ali Baba Avenue. A records check of the vehicle's tag via Miami Lakes 
Dispatch confirmed that the vehicle was stolen out of Pembroke Pines. Cpl. Francois 
activated his emergency lights to effect a traffic stop with negative results. The vehicle 
fled at a high rate of speed into the adjacent jurisdiction and subsequently collided with 
oncoming traffic resuLt.ing in a fatality. 

An investigation is being undertaken to determine if Cpl. Francois violated any Opa-
locka Police Department Policy. 
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1A17-001 

Statements 

Synopsis statement of Natasha Beckford ID#081 (Witness) 

On March 1, 2017, Officer Natasha Beckford (Officer Beckford) responded to the 
Internal Affairs Office and provided a sworn statement in reference to Internal Affairs 
case number IA17-0001. The following is a synopsis of the sworn, digitally-recorded 
statement given by Officer Beckford and should not be considered a verbatim transcript. 
For exact details, refer to the recorded statement. Officer Beckford provided the 
following statements: 

Officer Beckford stated that on the day of the incident she was working the Alpha Shift 
(2300 to 0700) and was assigned to Communications. Officer Beckford stated that during 
the radio transmission from Cpl. Francois, he requested that Miami Lakes Dispatch verify 
a tag of vehicle he was behind. At first, the Dispatcher advised that the tag was ok. Cpl. 
Francois repeated the tag information to dispatch who later advised that the vehicle was 
stolen. According to Officer Beckford, Cpl. Francois advised that he was following the 
vehicle travelling southbound on NW 22 Avenue. 

Shortly after, Cpl. Francois advised that he had stopped following the vehicle. At that 
time, Officer Bryant Colebrooke requested Cpl. Francois's location and was advised by 
dispatch that Cpl. Francois had stopped following the vehicle at NW 22 Avenue and NW 
119 Street. Cpl. Francois then advised that he had lost sight of the vehicle. After a minute 
or so, dispatch reported a crash (317) with serious injuries in Miami Dade jurisdiction. 

At some point thereafter, Cpl. Francois advised that he was at the scene of the crash. 
Moments later, Officer Colebrooke also advised of his arrival at the crash site. Officer 
Beckford stated that Officer Colebrooke only responded when the dispatcher advised of 
the crash. Dispatch raised both Cpl. Francois and Officer Colebrooke to find out whether 
the crash involved the stolen vehicle identified earlier. One of the officers advised that 
they needed a minute as they were trying to rescue occupants from a burning vehicle. 

Cpl. Francois advised that he recovered and secured a gun that was in the possession of 
the driver he had removed from the vehicle. According to Officer Beckford, she didn't 
recall Lt.. Alexander Hernandez making any radio transmission during the time leading 
up to the crash. However, after the crash Lt. Hernandez advised that he was on scene. 

Officer Beckford stated that she made notes to the Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) 
when it was advised that a crash had occurred but did not make any prior, because Cpl. 
Francois did only a check of the vehicle's tag. According to Officer Beckford, Lt.. 
Hernandez normally plays an active supervisory role with regards to his officers 
responding to calls. During the time of the crash there was no other significant event that 
would have caused any confusion during the entire incident. Calls were being dispatched 
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in the normal fashion to both Miami Dade and Opa-locka officers. Miami Dade Police 
Department took control of the scene once they arrived. 

About two minutes after Cpl. Francois had advised that he lost the vehicle at NW 22 
Avenue and NW 119 Street the crash occurred. At first, the crash was dispatched to a 
Miami Dade Police Officer and that's when Cpl. Francois advised that he had arrived at 
the scene of the crash. The dispatcher then enquired whether the crash involved the 
vehicle that Cpl. Francois was following. 

Synopsis statement by Lanard Tremaine Gilbert (Witness & the driver of stolen 
vehicle) 

On February 28, 2017, a post Miranda interrogation of defendant Lanard Tremaine 
Gilbert (Gilbert) was recorded by Miami Dade Homicide Detective Jeffery Childers 
#7952. The interrogation was video recorded and made part of the criminal case against 
Gilbert. The video recording will also be made part of this Internal Affairs file. The 
following is a synopsis of the statements made by Gilbert: 

Gilbert provided his name and it's correct spelling. He advised that he currently lives 
with his mother and stepfather at 11111 , Miami Gardens, FL 33054. He 
attended Carol City High School up until the eleventh grade. According to Gilbert, he 
planned on starting night classes to complete his education. Gilbert stated that he has two 
siblings, a brother 14 and sister 10. To make money Gilbert said that he would cut lawns 
with his grandfather who owns a lawn company called Alexander's. Gilbert said that 
there were no other employees. 

Det. Childers told Gilbert that he wanted to talk about the crash and Gilbert responded by 
saying that he did not remember being in a crash, and only recalled being switched from 
patrol vehicles. Gilbert advised that he was not on any medication nor did he recently 
consume any alcohol beverage. 

Additionally, Gilbert stated that he has been driving since he was sixteen but he doesn't 
know the current status of his driver's license. Gilbert said that he had been previously 
arrested as a juvenile for Burglary and Resisting when he was about 16 years old, and 
more recently he had been arrested on a firearm charge (4 or 5 months ago). Gilbert 
refused to give Det. Childers consent to search the phone that was found in the vehicle he 
was driving. 

According to Gilbert, he arrived at his girlfriend's house about midnight and stayed there 
until 4:00 p.m. the following day. Between 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. he was picked up by 
his cousin Shaquay and they went to eat at Hook Fish N Chicken (15850 NW 27 Avenue, 
Miami Gardens) where he had Corn Nuggets and Gizzards. Gilbert advised that Shaquay 
dropped him off at Bunche Park (NW22 Ave and NW 152 ST) after they left the 
restaurant. 
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Shortly after, he was picked up by his childhood friend Ben as it began to get dark. 
According to Gilbert, Ben had been driving a silver Acura TL for about a month or two. 
Gilbert stated that Ben is a friend (from school), who he has known all his life. Ben is 
about 22 years old and lives at a grey and white house near NW 22 Avenue and NW 161 
Street (near the Express way). There is usually a red Cadillac and a black Suburban 
parked at the house. 

Gilbert stated that Ben allowed him to "hold" the car, but first he to took Ben home. 
Gilbert said that he had borrowed the car on several prior occasions. After he left Ben's 
house, he headed south on NW 22 Avenue towards his Aunt Keisha's house in Liberty 
City (NW 22 Ave and NW 50 St) where he planned on taking a shower and changing his 
clothes. His aunt was expecting him and his clothes were already at the house. There 
were no other occupants in the vehicle. 

Gilbert said while traveling southbound in the left lane on NW 22 Avenue, he saw police 
lights flashing in the area of State Road 9 and didn't believed that the lights were meant 
for him and that it was an unrelated incident. Gilbert subsequently slowed and moved to 
the right lane to allow the police vehicle to go by but it never did. When he finally saw 
the police vehicle behind him (at NW 22 Ave and NW 138 Street with lights flashing no 
siren) it was about four or more car lengths behind with a car between both vehicles. 

After being pressed by Det. Childers, Gilbert admitted to changing lanes in order to avoid 
contact with police because he had a gun (Glock 9 mm) in his possession. According to 
Gilbert he bought the gun from someone (unknown name) two to three weeks ago for 
protection. He doesn't know if the gun is stolen, but he has fired the gun during target 
practice. 

Gilbert stated that the police vehicle was a Chevy Tahoe; however, he could not see the 
driver in the vehicle or the agency to which it belonged. Gilbert advised that he was 
traveling at 40 MPH and the last thing he remembered was passing the Elementary 
School by NW 119 Street when he had a green light at the intersection. Gilbert insisted 
that he didn't know about any crash that he was involved in. 

On March 1, 2017, I responded to Turner Guilford Knight Correctional Center at 7000 
NW 41 Street, Miami Florida, to speak with Mr. Gilbert. Prior to the recording of his 
statement Gilbert informed me that he was unable to remember the events from the day 
of the incident. I advised Gilbert that I needed to record the interview and then gave him 
an idea of what questions I would be asking. He responded to my sample of questions by 
advising that he was unable to recall the speed he was travelling and how long the officer 
was behind him. Mr. Gilbert advised that at the time, he was not on any medication. 

Mr. Gilbert stated that he was traveling southbound on NW 22 Avenue just south of State 
Road 9 when he saw red and blue police lights behind him. Mr. Gilbert said he moved his 
vehicle from the right to the left lane and was not aware that the police vehicle was 
following him Mr. Gilbert stated he could not remember anything thereafter. 
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Mr. Gilbert was unable to explain his lack of memory from the incident, and could not 
say whether he sustained a concussion which resulted in his memory loss. 

Synopsis statement by Johane Taylor ID# 60 (Responding Officer) 

On July 9, 2017, Officer Johane Taylor (Officer Taylor) responded to the Internal Affairs 
Office and provided a sworn statement. Officer Taylor provided the following statement: 

He responded in emergency mode with lights and siren as a backup unit to the crash site 
at NW 22 Avenue and NW 103 Street. Officer Taylor stated that he advised via radio that 
he was leaving the city but could not recall his starting location. Upon arrival at the crash 
site, he was instructed by Lieutenant Hernandez to leave and return to the city. 

According to Officer Taylor he responded in emergency mode because the radio 
transmission advised that the crashed vehicle was on fire. He drove on NW 27 Avenue to 
the crash site and did not see any other Opa-locka units while en route. No report was 
generated by Officer Taylor. 

SUBJECT STATEMENTS 

Synopsis statement by Corporal Wuihudson Francois ID#52 (Subject Officer) 

On August 9, 2017, Cpl. Wuihudson Francois along with PBA Staff Council, Anastasios 
Kamoutsas, responded to the Opa-locka Police Department conference room and 
provided a sworn statement. Cpl. Francois' statements were summarized as depicted 
below: 

Cpl. Francois stated that on the day of the incident he was driving a marked (number 
1404) Opa-locka Police Department Chevy Tahoe with tinted windows, patrolling the 
area of NW 22 Avenue and NW150 or NW 151 Street at the gas station. It was night so 
the vehicle's headlights were on but not the emergency lights. 

According to Cpl. Francois the silver Acura drew his attention due to the aggressive 
driving he witnessed at the intersection of NW 22 Avenue and State Road 9. The silver 
Acura weaved its way through traffic which caused other motorists to break suddenly to 
avoid a collision. 

Because he was not immediately behind the Acura, he navigated his way close enough or 
"closed the gap" so that he could read the tag. He proceeded to run the tag on his onboard 
computer, but because it's not always accurate he ran the tag again via Miami Lakes 
dispatch. 
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That evening, traffic was flowing smoothly; Cpl. Francois stated that he only recalled a 
possible slowing/breaking for the traffic light at the intersection of State Road 9 
southbound on NW 22 Avenue, while the car he was following weaved in and out of 
traffic. Francois stated that in order to catch up to the vehicle to view the tag he also had 
to weave through traffic and accelerated, but once he got behind the vehicle he slowed. 

As he followed the vehicle, he did so with the knowledge that there was also the 
possibility that the vehicle may not have been stolen. Cpl. Francois advised that he had 
situations where his computer would say a vehicle was stolen after he ran the tag and 
simultaneously be cleared when the same tag was run by the county via his radio. 

After he received confirmation that the vehicle was indeed stolen he also tried to 
ascertain where it was taken during a forcible felony. Cpl. Francois stated that he 
activated his lights (no sirens) south of NW 135 Street to effect a traffic stop. Cpl. 
Francois advised that he couldn't explain the driver's train of thought, but caught up to 
him with little difficulty. He was so concerned about getting the correct information on 
the vehicle he failed to advise his supervisor (Lt. Hernandez) that he was outside the city 
limits. 

According to Cpl. Francois, the Acura began to "Punch It," and being in a slower vehicle, 
he (Cpl. Francois) turned off his lights and maintained his normal rate of speed as he 
approached NW 119 Street. Cpl. Francois stated that he could not tell how fast the 
vehicle was travelling, but his vehicle would not have been able to catch up to it. Cpl. 
Francois stated that he spent less than 30 seconds in total directly behind the vehicle. 

Once he cleared the light at NW 119 Street he observed the Acura's tail lights go over the 
bridge between NW 107 Street and NW 105 Terrance, and subsequently lost sight of the 
vehicle. 

Dispatch asked if he had any further information on the vehicle's direction of travel so 
he went down to NW 103 Street and NW 22 Avenue and made a left turn, then another 
left turn on one of the side streets which he believed to be either NW 21st, 20th or 19th 
Avenue. He chose to make the left turn at 103 street and NW 22 because it would have 
made it easier to return to the city. After making his way back on to NW 22 Avenue with 
his driver side window down, a motorist (B/M, dreads and glasses) driving a three wheel 
car type vehicle advised him of a crash. As he was being advised by the passing motorist, 
dispatch advised Northside Units of the crash that had just occurred. Cpl. Francois said he 
looked to his left and saw the smoke coming from the intersection. 

When he arrived at the scene of the crash, he observed one car engulfed in flames and 
another car in the parking lot area next to a shattered light pole on the ground. There were 
residents attempting to remove the trapped driver from the Acura. Officer Colebrooke 
arrived shortly after from NW 27 Avenue, and with help from pedestrians in the area they 
were able to remove the driver from the Acura. However, there was no attempted rescue 
of the occupant from the red Buick which was already engulfed in flame prior to his (Cpl. 
Francois) arrival. Cpl. Francois stated that the heat he encountered removing the driver 
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from the Acura which was several feet away, made it too dangerous to even approach the 
burning red Buick. Also, he received conflicting information as to whether someone was 
still in the Buick. 

Cpl. Francois stated that he did not recall hearing Officer Colebrooke advise that he was 
leaving the city prior to responding to the crash location. When asked how long it would 
take him from 777 Sharazad to get to NW 103 Street and NW 22nd Avenue, with lights 
and sirens, Cpl. Francois stated that NW 27 Avenue was a busy street especially at the 
intersection with NW 119 Avenue and it all depended on traffic flow. 

Cpl. Francois said that he had been called off a pursuit in the past, however, the 
conditions did not allow for a safe pursuit as the vehicle was driving against traffic in the 
middle of the afternoon with heavy traffic. 

Cpl. Francois said that he was not chasing the vehicle which led to the subsequent crash 
and fatality. He also advised that he was ordered to write the report and memo contained 
therein without the presence of council or the opportunity to review any evidence or 
videos. 

He was being advised by his supervisor Lieutenant Hernandez as to what would be a 
good idea to put certain information in the report. However, the contents of the report 
were solely based on his recollection of the incident. 

Synopsis statement by Officer Bryant Colebrooke ID#62 (Subject Officer) 

On August 17, 2017, Officer Bryant Colebrooke along with PBA Staff Council, 
Anastasios Kamoutsas, responded to the Opa-locka Police Department conference room 
and provided a sworn statement. Officer Colebrooke's statements were summarized as 
depicted below: 

On the day of February 27, 2017, Officer Colebrooke stated that he was driving an Opa-
locka Police Department marked Chevy Tahoe number 1405 while he worked the 
midnight shift. As he conducted a park check at 777 Sharazad Blvd (Sherbondy Park) he 
heard via Miami Lakes Dispatch, that Cpl. Francois was behind a possibly stolen vehicle. 
He requested Cpl. Francois' location and the dispatcher advised that Cpl. Francois had 
lost sight of the vehicle at NW 22 Avenue and NW 107 Street. 

Officer Colebrooke stated that he exited the park and slowly went east on Sharazad Blvd 
to NW 27 Avenue south where he began to canvass the area at normal rate of speed just 
in case the vehicle came in his direction. When the dispatcher advised that a crash had 
occurred at NW 22 Avenue and NW 103 Street he immediately knew that it involved the 
stolen vehicle that had fled Cpl. Francois. Cpl. Francois had previously mentioned that he 
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believed that the vehicle had made a left turn at NW 22 Avenue and NW 103 Street in the 
area where the crash had occurred. 

After the dispatcher advised of a crash with fire, he was already south on NW 27 Avenue 
(past the train tracks), so he activated his lights and sirens and responded to the location 
in emergency mode. 

This was in contradiction to Officer Colebrooke's memo, which stated that once the crash 
involving a fire was broadcast by the dispatcher that's when he left the park and preceded 
to the crash site. Based on calculations, in order for Officer Colebrooke to get to the 
scene in one minute and forty five seconds after the fire started, he would have had to be 
driving at a constant speed of 123.43 miles per hour not yet taking into account sixteen 
traffic lights. The fire started at 23:46:05 and Officer Colebrooke arrived at 23:47:50. 

Officer Colebrooke stated that when in an emergency situation (emergency backup) he 
was trained that it was unnecessary to advise that you were leaving the city, but only 
when it was an emergency situation. 

Officer Colebrooke was asked to clarify why the memo he wrote did not outline the 
events as he just described. According to Officer Colebrooke, Lt. Alexander Hernandez 
responded to his location while he was on a call and advised him to write a "very vague 
memo" just indicating where he responded from and where he went. After the memo was 
written and printed, it was reviewed and approved by Lt.. Hernandez. According to 
Officer Colebrooke the instructions to write a vague report was given to Lt.. Hernandez 
by his supervisor Assistant Chief Sharon Gallimore. 

Upon arrival at the scene, Officer Colebrooke stated that he first used his vehicle to block 
northbound traffic then got on his radio and requested additional units to help with traffic 
control. He observed that there was a struggle to get the driver out of the Acura because 
the door was jammed due to the impact of the crash. Officer Colebrooke said that he used 
his asp and smashed the back window. After doing so, the residents along with Cpl. 
Francois had already managed to pull the driver out of the vehicle. 

Officer Colebrooke proceeded to interview on scene witnesses to find out if there was 
anyone still in the burning vehicle or whether it was just a parked vehicle with no 
occupants, since the crash had occurred at a car repair shop (Gitmo Transmission). He 
was getting conflicting information. The fire was too hot even to approach the burning 
vehicle and any attempt at a rescue would have been too dangerous. Shortly thereafter, 
Lieutenant Hernandez and Officer Johan Taylor pulled up. 

According to Officer Colebrooke, Lt.. Hernandez immediately ordered Officer Taylor 
back to the city. In total, Officer Colebrooke stated that his entire time on scene did not 
last more than ten minutes. 
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Officer Colebrooke's response to PBA council questions for the record: 

Officer Colebrooke stated that in his six years of service this is the first time he has seen a 
car engulfed in flame and had been shaken by the event. Within an hour he was ordered 
•to write a memo without the presence of council or the opportunity to review evidence. 
As ordered, the memo was not intended to be a detailed description of the events. 

Synopsis statement by Assistant Chief Sharon Gallimore 

On August 18, 2017, a sworn statement was provided by Assistant Chief Sharon 
Gallimore (AC Gallimore) in reference to IA17-001. The statements were summarized as 
follows: 

During the subject interview with Officer Colebrooke and Cpl. Francois it was alleged 
that Lt.. Hernandez directed, as in the case of Cpl. Francois, that he provide written 
document regarding the crash while not having the council of his PBA representative. As 
for Officer Colebrooke, he stated that Lt. Hernandez at the direction of AC Gallimore, 
ordered him to write a "vague memo" regarding his involvement in the incident. 

According to AC Gallimore, she recalled the incident and stated that she had been 
notified by Lt. Hernandez who was the shift commander that day after the incident had 
occurred. AC Gallimore stated that she did review the reports which she found 
insufficient and instructed Lt. Hernandez to have a Chase Critique completed. AC 
Gallimore advised that Lt. Hernandez believed that the officers were not involved in a 
chase, hence the reason for not having a Chase Critique at the time of the initial review. 

AC Gallimore stated that she never instructed Lt. Hernandez to have reports drafted that 
were vague and did not see the reasoning behind such a request. She further added that all 
reports should be factual but not vague. 

As to why Lt. Hernandez is no longer with the department, AC Gallimore stated that she 
would have to direct that question to Chief James Dobson. With regards to the above 
listed allegations made by Cpl. Francois and Officer Colebrooke, AC Gallimore stated 
that she did not give nor was she aware of any such orders being given. 

Transaction Archive Report 

The Transaction Archive Report received from the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement showed that Corporal Wuihudson Francois at 23:43 ran tag number 
Y62HFN. The tag entered came back as being stolen out of Pembroke Pines on 
02/10/2017. The tag was assigned to a 2010 silver Acura belonging to Fred Lauren 
Maddis on . 
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Miami Lakes Transmission 

The recorded transmission started at 23:43:06, there is a 10 second delay for the 
introduction at the beginning of the recording and the necessary one-time adjustment 
made and reflected below. Once the vehicle left Opa-locka, Northside district was 
patched into Miami Lakes frequency. The following is a synopsis of the digitally-
recorded radio traffic of the events on February 27, 2017. This should not be considered a 
verbatim transcript. For exact details, refer to the recorded transmission. 

At 23:43:48 Opa-locka 110 (Cpl. Wuihudson Francois) request tag check Y6211FN 
At 23:44:24 Dispatch response Not on File/ Opa-locka 110 ask to have tag rechecked 
At 23:44:29 Opa-locka 110 advised that he has it on a possible 22 southbound 
approaching 119 Street Silver 4 Dr Acura 
At 23:44:49 Dispatch asked Opa-locka 110 to re-advise tag 
At 23:45:29 Opa-locka 116 enquired about the location (Officer Bryant Colebrooke) 
dispatch did not respond 
At 23:45:39 Dispatch requested location of the vehicle. 
At 23:45:40 Opa-locka 110 advised that he lost the vehicle at NW 107 and NW 22 
Avenue 
At 23:45: 47 Opa-locka 110 ask for confirmation that the car was stolen 
At 23:45: 50 Dispatch advised stolen out of Pembroke Pines Y62HFN last seen by Opa- 
locka 110 lost it at NW 107 Street and NW 22 Avenue. 
At 23:46:08 Dispatch requested direction of travel 
At 23:46:14 Opa-locka 110 advised that the vehicle went southbound, east on 103rd 
Street and he lost it from there 
At 23:46:20 Dispatch attempted to issue BOLO reference a 22 
At 23:46: 49 Dispatch- any Northside unit to take a 3/17 vehicle on fire NW 103 Street 
and NW 22 Ave? (Transmission repeated) 
At 23:46: 59 N1105 accepted signal 
At 23:47:21 Dispatch advised that Opa-locka 110 lost a stolen vehicle out of Pembroke 
Pines at 107 and 22 now eastbound on 103 Street. 
At 23:47:35 Dispatch requesting backup (15) 
At 23:47: 36 Opa-locka 110 arrival at crash site 
At 23:47:37 Opa-locka 116 arrival vehicle in flames 
At 23:47:39 Dispatch advised that Opa-locka 110 and 116 both arrived and asked if the 
stolen vehicle (22) was involved in the crash. 
At 23:47:42 Opa-locka 116 asked for units to shut down traffic 
At 23:47:55 Opa-locka 110 advised that one person is in the vehicle and let rescue know 
that it will be a trauma alert 
At 23:48:00 Dispatch advised Rescue already in route in emergency mode (on a 3) then 
asked if the stolen vehicle (22) was involved in the crash. 
At 23:48:28 Dispatch raised Opa-locka 110 and 116. 
At 23:48:38 Opa-locka 116 advised that they were getting the driver out the vehicle. 
Other unrelated traffic 
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At 23:50:16 Opa-locka 10 referenced the 3/17. He needed a Northside unit to block 
traffic eastbound on 103 Street west of 22 Avenue. 
At 23:50:53 dispatch asked Opa-locka 110 if that's the only direction that he would like 
blocked? 
At 23:50:56 Yes, just the east side and be advised that the driver out of the stolen vehicle 
had a gun on him for CAD notes. 
At 23:51:11 Dispatch asked if the driver was in custody and the weapon secured. 
At 23:51:13 Opa-locka 110 stated that the weapon was secured in his vehicle. 

Findings: 

On February 27, 2017, at approximately 23:42 hours, Corporal Wuihudson Francois was 
patrolling the area of NW 151 Street and NW 22 Avenue. During such time, he observed 
a silver 2010 Acura speeding and weaving through traffic at State Road 9 and NW 22 
Avenue causing other drivers to brake sharply to avoid collisions. Cpl. Francois followed 
the vehicle southbound on NW 22 Avenue. In order to catch up to the vehicle Cpl. 
Francois stated the he also had to weave his way through traffic. 

Based on video evidence Cpl. Francois was not able to catch up to the fleeing vehicle 
until he left the city limits which borders the county jurisdiction at NW 135 Street at NW 
22 Avenue. Video footage taken (at 23:43:17 hours) from a residence at 13230 NW 22 
Avenue, showed a two to three second separation between both vehicles. At that point, 
there was one car between both vehicles. The Acura was driving in the left lane with a 
single unknown car following behind, while Cpl. Francois' Chevy Tahoe was two second 
behind in the right lane no lights and traveling at a much higher rate of speed than the 
Acura. 

After catching up to the vehicle between NW 131Street and NW 130 Street, Cpl. 
Francois ran the tag. Per Florida Department of Law Enforcement Transaction Achieve 
Report, Cpl. Francois ran tag number Y62HFN on his laptop at 23:43, which came back 
as stolen out of Pembroke Pines, Florida. Cpl. Francois then activated his emergency 
lights but the vehicle refused to stop and accelerated. Cpl. Francois lost sight of the 
vehicle in the vicinity of NW 119 Street and NW 107 Street at which time he deactivated 
his lights. 

Cpl. Francois raised Miami Lakes Dispatch (23:43:48) to confirm that the vehicle was 
indeed stolen. By the time confirmation (23:45:50) was provided by dispatch to Cpl. 
Francois who had to re-advise the tag, advised that he had lost the vehicle in the area of 
NW 107 Street and NW 22 Avenue. This was in contrast to what was stated in Cpl. 
Francois' Supplemental report which stated that "My emergency equipment was not 
activated until dispatch confirmed the vehicle was stolen". In his subject statement he 
advised that he activated his lights from NW 130 Street to NW 119 Street. 

11 



IA17-001 

At 23:46, the silver Acura failed to stop at a red light and proceeded through the 
intersection at NW 103 Street. The front of the Acura slammed into the right side of a red 
2014 Buick Lacrosse travelling from east to west on NW 103 Street. Both vehicles were 
redirected to the southwest corner of the intersection and came to rest at Gitmo American 
Transmissions, 2200 NW 1031d  Street Miami, FL, where the Buick overturned and struck 
a parked vehicle. The Acura came to rest after it struck a light pole. Both vehicles were 
several feet away from each other. Within seconds, the Buick was engulfed in flames. 

The driver of the stolen Acura was identified at the scene as Lanard Gilbert (Gilbert) who 
was the sole occupant of the vehicle. The driver of the Buick was Kemar Francis 
(Francis) who was the sole occupant and owner of the vehicle. 

After losing sight of the fleeing vehicle, Cpl. Francois continued to canvass the area for 
the vehicle and continued travelling south on NW 22 Avenue approaching NW 103 
Street. 

About twenty seconds after the impact, at a normal rate of speed Cpl. Francois entered 
the intersection (no lights) and made a left turn eastbound on NW 103 Street canvassing 
for the speeding vehicle. As he made his way back to NW 22 Avenue via a side street 
(NW 105) he was waved down by a motorist who informed him of the crash. Cpl. 
Francois responded to the scene where he observed residents trying to extricate Gilbert 
from the Acura and the Buick engulfed in flames. 

Once Cpl. Francois arrived at the scene, he exited his vehicle and began to help the 
residents to remove Gilbert from the vehicle. Ten seconds after Cpl. Francois arrived; 
Officer Colebrooke also arrived and assisted in the removal of Gilbert from the vehicle. 
While removing Gilbert from the vehicle, Cpl. Francois discovered a gun in his left front 
pocket. The gun along with Gilbert was turned over to Miami Dade Police Department. 
Gilbert in his statement to MDPD admitted that a police officer attempted to pull him 
over but did not stop because he had a gun in his possession. 

Lieutenant Alexander Hernandez (Lt. Hernandez) also responded to the scene and helped 
with traffic. Officer Johane Taylor also responded and was immediately sent back to the 
city by Lt.. Hernandez. 

No attempt had been made to rescue Kemar Francis due to the large fire which made it 
extremely dangerous. In Addition, Officers were being given conflicting information as 
to whether someone was still in the Buick. Kemar Francis was subsequently pronounced 
dead from car fire as a result of the crash. 

The scene was taken over by Miami Dade Police Department Traffic Homicide Division 
under the direction of Detective Jeffery Childers. 
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Apart from the initial traffic infraction committed by Lanard Gilbert, all the subsequent 
events occurred outside city limits as indicated by dispatch transmission, videos and 
statements: 

Cpl. Francois stated that he observed a traffic violation at NW 22 Avenue and State Road 
9. That in itself was just cause to activate lights and conduct a traffic stop. However, Cpl. 
Francois had to catch up to the Acura to be able to read the tag and conduct a traffic stop. 
If this had not been the case Cpl. Francois would have had two justifiable reasons to 
conduct a traffic stop within city limits. The video captured at 13230 NW 22 Avenue 
showed that there were no lights activated and that Cpl. Francois was still trying to catch 
up to the Acura. 

It should be noted that Cpl. Francois and Officer Colebrooke advised that Lt. Hernandez 
ordered them to write reports without the opportunity to consult. with their PBA 
representatives. Lt. Hernandez is no longer with the department and cannot be compelled 
to provide a statement. Therefore, little weight will be given to the accuracy of the reports 
and both officers will not be charged administratively for making a false statement in a 
report. Most of the case will based upon the dispatch tapes, videos and statements. In the 
case of Officer Colebrooke, his memo did not paint an accurate picture of the events as 
they unfolded. 

All three officers, including Officer Taylor left the city without giving proper notification 
to the dispatcher. 

Exhibits: 
Dispatch Tapes 
911 Recording 
Subject Lanard Gilbert video Statement 
Walgreens Video —NW 119 & NW 27 Avenue 
Crash Video Gitmo Transmission 
Elegant Beauty Supply Video NW 135 NW 27 Avenue 
OLPD Reports/ Vehicle Chase Critique 
OLPD Memo 
Garrity Form 
SAO/ MDPD Reports (Including Crash Report) 
OLPD officers Statements 
Complaint 
IA Summary Statement 
Photos 
FDLE TAR report 
Photos 
Maps 
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Cpl. W. Francois 

Allegations: 

The allegation of violating Pursuit Policy is Sustained. 
• The reason for this conclusion is: 

• Cpl. Francois pursued the vehicle for a traffic infraction which led 
to him leaving the city to catch up to the vehicle and subsequently ran the 
tag. No citations were issued for the traffic infractions. OLPD policy 
states, pursuits involving traffic violators, misdemeanors subjects or 
persons that have committed property crimes are not permitted under any 
circumstances. 

• Confirmation that the vehicle was stolen came after Cpl. Francois had 
lost sight of the vehicle. 

• Cpl. Francois attempted to stop the vehicle for 11 blocks outside 
the city only with his emergency lights. The attempted traffic stop 
lasted from NW 130 Street to NW 119 Street. 

• He did not employ the use of his sirens during the attempted traffic 
stop. 

• Cpl. failed to have dispatch advise Northside that a stolen vehicle 
was entering/within their jurisdiction and refused to stop. 

• There were numerous opportunities for Cpl. Francois to return to 
the city especially when the vehicle fled at NW 119 Street, he 
continued to canvass the area and ended up 32 blocks outside the 
city without backup. 

The allegation of violating Availability While on Duty is Sustained. 
• The reason for this conclusion is: 

• Failed to advise the dispatcher and his supervisor that he was 
leaving the city, at which time Lt. Hernandez should have 
called off the pursuit. 

14 



IA17-001 

Officer Colebrooke 

The allegation of violating Availability While on Duty is Sustained. 
• The reason for this conclusion is: 

• Failed to advise the dispatcher and his supervisor that he was 
leaving the city, at which time Lt. Hernandez should have 
called off the pursuit. 

Violations: 

Manual of Rules and Regulations, Policies and Procedures, Book I section VII, Personnel 
Requirements, Subsection I, Availability While on Duty  

(4) Department employees shall not leave the city to conduct any investigation, or to 
transport a prisoner, or to perform any act within the purview of their duties, without the 
express permission of a superior officer, except when in immediate pursuit of a fugitive, 
criminal, or suspected criminal and in every case will notify the dispatcher. 

Manual of Rules and Regulations, Policies and Procedures, Book I section 200 
Operations, Subsection VI, Pursuits  

B. Officers attempting to stop any vehicle shall: 

1. Communicate their intentions to stop the vehicle using their vehicle's emergency 
lights and sirens. 

3. If the vehicle refuses to stop and flees the initiating officer and /or primary unit, 
officer shall: 
a. Make sure that their emergency lights and sirens are activated. 
b. Advise the Miami Dade dispatcher of their attempt to stop the vehicle, the 

reason for the stop and that the vehicle had fled. 

I Pursuits involving traffic violators, misdemeanor subjects or persons that have 
committed property crimes are not permitted under any circumstances. 

15 



IA17-001 

P Interjurisdictional Pursuits 

1. If a pursuit is initiated by Opa-locka units within our City limits and the pursuit 
crosses into another jurisdiction, the officer in the primary vehicle shall notify the 
Miami-Dade dispatcher of this and request that the current jurisdiction be advised 
and assist as may be needed. 

"I, the undersigned, do hereby swear, under penalty of perjury, that, to the best 
of my personal knowledge, information, and belief, I have not knowingly or willfully 
deprived, or allowed another to deprive, the subject of the investigation of any of the 
rights contained in SS. 112.532 and 112.533, Florida Statues." 

Investigator: Date: g 7 

   

Chief of Police: Date: 

16 



MEMORANDUM 

CITY OF OPA-LOCKA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Date: August 22, 2017 

To: CPL Wuihudson Francois 

From: James Dobson Chief of Police 

Subject: Notice of Intent to Discipline and Proposal of Action Sought 

It is intent of the Opa-Locka Police to proceed with disciplinary action against you based upon the 
violations outlined in the Disciplinary Action Report. You will find below the proposal of the action sought. 
This proposal may change after further review and/or consideration of any additional facts. 

O Written Reprimand 

O Suspension 

O Demotion 

Dismissal (in case of dismissal, please complete the section below) 

Employee Signature: Date:  

RECORD OF EMPLOYEE RIGHT TO RESPOND TO 

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICIAL AUTHORIZED TO TAKE DISMISSAL ACTION 

I hereby wish to exercise my right to respond to the dismissal charges pending against me with the 

official authorized to take final dismissal action. I understand that I have the right to have a labor 

organization or other representative of my choice present for this discussion. 

Employee Signature: Date:  

Representative (if any):  

Representative's telephone number:  

I do not wish to exercise my right to respond to the dismissal charges pending against me 

with the official authorized to take final dismissal action. 

Employee Signature: Date:  

CAUsers\mbritton.OPALOCKAPD\ Desktop\ IA Forms\Weaver Memo.doc 



Employee Signature: Date:  it9/.10 /67 

lease complete the section below) 

O Written Reprimand 

O Suspension 

• Demotion 

0 Dismissal (in case of dismissal 

MEMORANDUM 
CITY OF OPA-LOCKA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Date: October 19, 2017 

To: Corporal Wuihudson Francois 

From: James Dobson Chief of Police 

Subject: Notice of Intent to Discipline and Proposal of Action Sought 

It is intent of the Opa-Locka Police to proceed with disciplinary action against you based upon the 
violations outlined in the Disciplinary Action Report. You will find below the proposal of the action sought. 
This proposal may change after further review and/or consideration of any additional facts. 

RECORD OF EMPLOYEE RIGHT TO RESPOND TO 

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICIAL AUTHORIZED TO TAKE DISMISSAL ACTION 

I hereby wish to exercise my right to respond to the dismissal charges pending against me with the 

official authorized to take final dismissal action. I understand that I have the right to have a labor 

organization or other representative of my choice present for this discussion. 

Employee Signature: Date:  

Representative (if any):  

Representative's telephone number:  

I do not wish to exercise my right to respond to the dismissal charges pending against me 

with the official authorized to take final dismissal action. 

Employee Signature: Date:  

CAUsers\mbritton.OPALOCKANADesktop\IA Forms\Weaver Memo.doc 



Employee Signature: Date:  

MEMORANDUM 

CITY OF OPA-LOCKA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Date: October 19, 2017 

To: Corporal Wuihudson Francois 

From: James Dobson Chief of Police 

Subject: Notice of Intent to Discipline and Proposal of Action Sought 

It is intent of the Opa-Locka Police to proceed with disciplinary action against you based upon the 
violations outlined in the Disciplinary Action Report. You will find below the proposal of the action sought. 
This proposal may change after further review and/or consideration of any additional facts. 

O Written Reprimand 

O Suspension 

• Demotion 

O Dismissal (in case of dismissal lease complete the section below) 

RECORD OF EMPLOYEE RIGHT TO RESPOND TO 

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICIAL AUTHORIZED TO TAKE DISMISSAL ACTION 

I hereby wish to exercise my right to respond to the dismissal charges pending against me with the 

official authorized to take final dismissal action. I understand that I have the right to have a labor 

organization or other representative of my choice present for this discussion. 

Employee Signature: Date:  

Representative (if any):  

Representative's telephone number:  

I do not wish to exercise my right to respond to the dismissal charges pending against me 

with the official authorized to take final dismissal action. 

Employee Signature: Date:  

CAUsers \mbritton.OPALOCKAPD\ Desktop\IA Forms \Weaver Memo.doc 



MEMORANDUM 

CITY OF OPA-LOCKA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

TO: Wuihudson Francois, Police Officer 

FROM: James Dobson, Chief of Police 

SUBJECT: Reinstatement to Full Duty Status 

DATE: October 19, 2017 

Officer Francois you will be reinstated to full duty status as a Police Officer effective Sunday, October 

22, 2017.    
Officer Francois you will be assigned to Platoon I, Squad I, and your immediate supervisor will be 

Corporal Jenkins. 



MEMORANDUM 

CITY OF OPA LOCKA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

TO: Wuihudson Francois, Police Officer DATE: October 19, 2017 

FROM: James Dobson, Chief of Police 

SUBJECT: Reinstatement to Full Duty Status 

Officer Francois Francois you will be reinstated to full duty status as a Police Officer effective Sunday, October 
22, 2017.    
Officer Francois you will be assigned to Platoon I, Squad I, and your immediate supervisor will be 
Corporal Jenkins. 



MEMORANDUM 

CITY OF OPA-LOCKA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

TO: Ed Brown, Interim City Manager 

FROM: James Dobson, Chief of Police 

SUBJECT: Demotion 

DATE: October 19, 2017 

Mr. Brown, 

I have reviewed the internal affairs investigation Case IA-17-001 and based on the entirety of said 

investigation, my determination is that Corporal Wuihudson Francois violated various policies and failed 

to fulfill the performance and expectations for his position. 

As the Chief of Police, I expect supervisors to lead by example within the Police Department. 

However, he failed to fulfill this expectation and did not conform to the city's performance standard for 

a police corporal. In addition to violating the policies, his conduct demonstrated a serious lack of 

judgment resulting in a person losing their life. 

As a result, base on our meeting today I am in agreement with your recommendation for the immediate 

demotion of Corporal Francois from his current rank of Corporal to Police Officer. 

End of Memorandum 

toloof n 
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