
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
DEANTE JOSEPH, KIDANYS CRUZ, 
CHANTAE ANDERSON and 
EUGENE ANDERSON, as natural 
parents and guardians of J.A., a minor 
child; CARMEN MAISONET, as 
guardian of J.F., a minor child; and 
MERCEDES REGO, as natural parent 
and guardian of A.S., a minor child  
 
Plaintiffs, 

  

v.   CIVIL ACTION NO. ______  

   

DANA SCALIONE and MARK 
ALLEN BARTLETT 

 JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

Defendants.   

   

COMPLAINT 

NOW COME Deante Joseph, Kidanys Cruz, Chantae Anderson and Eugene Anderson, as 

natural parents and guardians of J.A., a minor child; Carmen Maisonet, as guardian of J.F., a 

minor child; and Mercedes Rego, as natural parent and guardian of A.S., a minor child, 

Plaintiffs, complaining of Defendants Dana Scalione and Mark Allen Bartlett and for cause 

would show the Honorable Court as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is an action brought by the Plaintiffs against the Defendants Dana Scalione and 

Mark Allen Bartlett committing hate crimes, assault, battery and intentional infliction 

of emotional distress. 

2. For these civil rights violations and other causes of action discussed herein, Plaintiffs 
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seek compensation for their damages. 

PARTIES 

3. Plaintiff, Deante Joseph, is a citizen of the United States and a resident of Miami-

Dade County, Florida. 

4. Plaintiff, Kidanys Cruz, is a citizen of the United States and a residen tof Miami-Dade 

County, Florida. 

5. Plaintiff, Chantae Anderson, natural parent and guardian of J.A., a minor child, is a 

citizen of the United States and a resident of Miami-Dade County, Florida. 

6. Plaintiff, Eugene Anderson, natural parent and guardian of J.A., a minor child, is a 

citizen of the United States and a resident of Miami-Dade County, Florida. 

7. Plaintiff, Carmen Maisonet, guardian of J.F., a minor child, is a citizen of the United 

States and a resident of Miami-Dade County, Florida.  

8. Plaintiff, Mercedes Rego, natural parent and guardian of A.S., a minor child, is a 

citizen of the United States and a resident of Miami-Dade County, Florida. 

9. Upon information and belief, Defendant Dana Scalione is a citizen of the United 

States and a resident of Hollywood, Broward County, Florida. 

10. Upon information and belief, Defendant Mark Allen Bartlett is a citizen of the United 

States and a resident of Hollywood, Broward County, Florida.   

VENUE 

11. Venue is appropriate in Miami-Dade County, Florida, since Miami-Dade County is 

the location of the events made the basis of this cause of action. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

12. On Monday, January 21, 2018, Plaintiffs attended a Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 



rally for fair and affordable housing in Miami, Florida to protest housing 

discrimination in their neighborhood of Liberty Square. 

13. Plaintiffs were on bicycles as they protested the affordable housing crisis in Miami’s 

Liberty Square community during the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday. 

14. Plaintiffs were also participants in the “Bikes Up, Guns Down” protest that was 

formed as a community organizing effort to reduce gun violence in the Miami area. 

15. Defendant Dana Scalione, annoyed that young protestors on bicycles were blocking 

the street, proceeded to exit her vehicle to confront the adolescent protestors.  

16. Scalione engaged in an onslaught of physical and verbal assaults against Plaintiffs, 

including insults and racial slurs by referring to the young protestors as a “bunch of 

thugs” while angrily screaming in close proximity to the Plaintiffs. 

17. Scalione assaulted Plaintiffs by aggressively and intentionally shoving the bicycle 

driven by Plaintiff and continuing to scream and flail her arms as she confronted the 

Plaintiffs. Given that Scalione was an adult woman exhibiting such erratic behavior, 

Plaintiffs had a well-founded fear that violence was imminent. 

18. While Scalione continued to accost the young protestors, Defendant Mark Allen 

Bartlett angrily approached the teenagers while wielding a firearm and demanding to 

know which one of the young men Scalione was having a confrontation with.  

19. Bartlett assaulted Plaintiffs by wielding the firearm and confronting the young 

protestors as they backed away after seeing the firearm being held by Bartlett. 

Plaintiffs had a well-founded fear that violence was imminent judging by Bartlett’s 

erratic behavior and outwardly display of a firearm. 

20. Bartlett proceeded to threaten the young boys while wielding the weapon and 



approaching them as they flee from the sight of the firearm. Bartlett further escalated 

this vicious attack by repeatedly yelling racial slurs at the young boys, including 

calling them “stupid niggers,” “dumbass fucking niggers,” and a “fucking piece of 

shit.” 

21. Defendants’ assault on Plaintiffs were provoked by the fact that Plaintiffs were 

African American. The assaults constituted unprovoked, outrageous aggression 

motivated by hate. Defendants’ verbal and physical assaults were willful, intentional, 

malicious, outrageous and in violation of Plaintiffs’ rights and of acceptable standards 

of behavior. 

22. The verbal and physical assaults by Defendants were intended to inflict severe 

emotional distress upon Plaintiffs, which they did. 

COUNT I 

VIOLATION OF FLORIDA HATE CRIMES STATUTE 775.085 

23. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 22 as if fully set forth herein. 

24. Section 775.085(2), Florida Statutes, provides a cause of action for treble damages 

and injunctive relief to any person who proves that they have been coerced, 

intimidated, or threatened by the commission of any crime evidencing prejudice 

based on race, color, ancestry or national origin. 

25. Section 876.19, Florida Statutes, provides that it is a crime: 

  For any person to place, or cause to be placed anywhere in the State any 
exhibit of any kind whatsoever with the intention of intimidating any 
person or persons, to prevent them from doing any act which is lawful, 
or to cause them to do any at which is unlawful. 

 

26. Section 877.03, Florida Statutes, “Breach of the peace; disorderly conduct,” states in 



full: 

  Whoever commits such acts as are of a nature to corrupt the public morals, 
  or outrage the sense of public decency, or affect the peace and quiet of 
  persons who may witness them, or engages in brawling or fighting, or 
  engages in such conduct as to constitute a breach of the peace or  
  disorderly conduct, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, 
  punishable as provided in § 775.082 or § 775.083. 
 

27. Defendants violated this statute by repeatedly making statements containing racial 

insults and derogatory language throughout their assaults on Plaintiffs. Defendants 

intended to threaten, coerce, and intimidate Plaintiffs from exercising their right to 

protest in public. Defendants did so knowing that Plaintiffs were African Americans 

and intended to threaten, coerce, and intimidate Plaintiffs on racial grounds by 

repeatedly issuing racial slurs and derogatory language. 

28. In acting as stated, Defendants acted willfully and intentionally for the purpose of 

inflicting harm and suffering upon Plaintiffs and to coerce, intimidate, and subject 

them to racial discrimination and hate. 

29. As a result of Defendants’ actions, Plaintiffs have been injured and harmed. Plaintiffs 

have suffered mental anguish, pain and distress from Defendants’ outrageous, hurtful 

and hateful acts. Plaintiffs have suffered further anguish and distress in having to 

explain these outrageous acts of racial hatred to friends, family and thousands on 

social media. 

  



COUNT II 

ASSAULT AGAINST DEFENDANTS SCALIONE AND BARTLETT 

30. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 29 as if fully set forth herein. 

31. By their actions set forth above, Defendants assaulted Plaintiffs and caused them 

significant harm. 

32. Defendant Scalione assaulted Plaintiffs by shoving the bicycle carrying a young 

protestor and wildly confronting the young boys with erratic behavior, threatening 

movement and words. 

33. Defendant Scalione intentionally inflicted violence and created a well-founded fear in 

Plaintiffs that she would engage in further violence through her actions and words. 

34. Defendant Bartlett assaulted Plaintiffs by aggressively approaching Plaintiffs while 

wielding a dangerous firearm and chasing off the young protestors. Bartlett was 

aware of the impact that wielding the firearm would have on the young Plaintiffs and 

intended his actions to strike fear of violence among the Plaintiffs. 

35. Defendant Bartlett intentionally inflicted violence and created a well-founded fear in 

Plaintiffs that he would engage in further violence through his actions, weapon and 

numerous racial insults directed at the Plaintiffs. 

COUNT III 

BATTERY AGAINST DEFENDANT SCALIONE 

36. Plaintiff incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 35 as if fully set forth herein. 

37. By her actions set forth above, Defendant Scalione committed battery against 

Plaintiff. 

38. Scalione violently and intentionally shoved the bicycle carrying Plaintiff and intended 



for this violent act to cause the Plaintiff harm. 

COUNT IV 

INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

39. Plaintiff incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 38 as if fully set forth herein. 

40. Because of Defendants’ intentional, violative and tortious conduct toward Plaintiffs, 

including the use of racist and derogatory slurs, i.e., “nigger,” “piece of shit,” and 

“thugs,” at a time when the young Plaintiffs were engaged in a protest for fair 

housing, Defendants’ behavior was unexpected, shocking, humiliating and 

outrageous. As a result, Plaintiff has suffered emotional stress and mental anguish. 

41. Defendants engaged in extreme and outrageous conduct toward Plaintiffs when 

Defendants used or allowed to be used racist and derogatory slurs, i.e., “nigger,” 

“piece of shit,” and “thugs,” towards Plaintiffs in the presence of others, at a time that 

was unexpected, shocking, humiliating and outrageous. 

42. Defendants further engaged in extreme and outrageous conduct through their physical 

assaults on the young Plaintiffs that included wielding a gun to force Plaintiffs to 

leave the area while issuing racial slurs. 

43. The aforesaid actions by Defendants were intentional and so outrageous in character 

and were so extreme in degree that a reasonable member of the community would 

regard such conduct as atrocious, going beyond all possible bounds of decency and 

being utterly intolerable in a civilized community. 

44. Plaintiffs suffered severe emotional distress and mental anguish during and after this 

encounter with Defendants and was exacerbated when Defendant Bartlett 

aggressively approached them with his gun drawn and ready to be used. 



45. The use of racist and derogatory slurs further humiliated Plaintiffs in front of others 

as Defendants repeatedly engaged in their verbal and physical assaults. 

46. Defendants’ conduct complained of herein caused Plaintiffs severe emotional distress 

and mental anguish. 

47. Defendants’ intentional infliction of emotional distress on Plaintiffs was extremely 

willful, wanton, malicious and egregious. 

48. As a result of Defendants’ actions in intentionally inflicting emotional distress on 

Plaintiffs, Plaintiffs request all relief that is just and equitable, including 

compensatory damages, costs and attorney fees as provided by common law. 

DAMAGES 

49. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 48 as if fully set forth herein.  

Defendants’ acts and/or omissions were a proximate cause of the following Injuries 

suffered by Plaintiffs: 

50. Actual damages; 

51. Pain and suffering; 

52. Mental anguish and emotional distress suffered by Plaintiffs; 

53. Pre- and post-judgment interest; 

54. Attorney’s fees and costs of suit; and 

55. Such other and further relief as this Honorable Court deems just and proper. 

TRIAL BY JURY 

56. Plaintiffs have paid a jury fee and demands trial by jury.  

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiffs pray that Defendants be cited to 



appear and answer herein; that upon final trial hereof Plaintiffs have and recover judgment from 

Defendants; actual damages, exemplary damages, pre-judgment interest at the legal rate; interest 

on said judgment at the legal rate; costs of court; and such other and further relief, both general 

and special, at law and in equity, to which Plaintiffs may show themselves justly entitled. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 THE COCHRAN FIRM TREASURE COAST 
5033 SE Federal Highway 
Stuart, FL  34997 
1(888) 258-2448 – Office 
(772) 678-7566 - Fax 
mporter@cochranfirm.com 
 

  
 By:       
 MARWAN E. PORTER, ESQ. 

Florida Bar No. 026813 
 

MERRITT LAW FIRM, LLC 
1910 Pacific Ave Suite 11500 
Dallas, TX. 75021 
888-647-3041 
888-339-2050 – fax  
slm@merrittatlaw.com  
Pro Hac Vice Application pending submission 

 
By:  /s/ S. Lee Merritt________ 
S. LEE MERRITT, ESQ.  
Bar No. PA 314891 
 
WOLFE LAW MIAMI, P.A. 
175 SW 7th Street, Penthouse 2410 
Miami, Florida  33130 
Telephone: (305) 384-7370  
Facsimile:  (305) 384-7371    

                By:                                                                                                                                                              
RICHARD C. WOLFE, ESQ.  
Florida Bar No. 355607 
rwolfe@wolfelawmiami.com  
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